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President’s Corner for May 2021

by Clint Brooks
May is just about over, and we will be entering the hotter part of the
season soon. More maintenance has been done at the flying site.
Probably the biggest recent change was the removal of the Sycamore
tree that lost the branch last year, and the pepper tree or whatever it
was adjacent to it, near the south paved circle. That effectively took all
the shade we sit in while flying in the morning, so pop-ups will probably
be needed in the coming months to make it more bearable to be on site.
Other maintenance was performed on the paved area, led by Mike
Alurac with Mike Meadows assisting, trying a process using the Home
Depot asphalt patching cord material. This licorice-like coil of
asphaltic “rope” comes in a three-gallon pail with 100 feet of material.
You cut sections of it and lay them loosely in place where you want to
fill in a crack. Some of the crack areas are big and it was soon a fact
that some filler material was needed to keep the volume to a
reasonable level and get the most mileage out of the repair material.
Sand was used to fill in and get near flush to the adjacent pavement,
then the cord was hot melted over it using a propane heat wand to melt
and get the material to flow and seal to the edges of the crack. This
seemed to work reasonably well, and in the post event discussions, it
was felt a better remedy would be to substitute patching asphalt for the

sand, capped with the cord repair material to seal and adhere to the
edges of the crack. An even better method would be for the Park
Maintenance crew to break out their repair equipment and knock this
out much quicker than we are able to do. We did manage to band-aid
one of the significant cracks in the north circle, hopefully saving some
landing gear pain for someone in the future. Great job by the two
Mike’s; Meadows and Alurac!
We also had an informal combat contest in May, hosted by Don Jenson.
I’m sure there will be more details in the newsletter, but it was a nice
event taking advantage of the current grass area conditions before it
begins to dry out. This was the first combat contest I ever attended,
and was put to work judging and timing, along with Mike Meadows and
a few others who were spectating and trying to learn the game. I
stayed for most of Saturday, but the contest covered two days. There
were some great matches and the caliber of the flying was outstanding
to watch. Great event Don, and the lunch your wife set up on Saturday
was perfect!
Here are a few shots of Merle Mohring with a profile scale model of the
Dornier 217 Luftwaffe bomber. This was a follow-on attempt to improve
the more common Do-17 used for most of WWII by the Luftwaffe. Merle
surprised me with his corrugated material construction. I’ve heard of
that method, but never seen it. The model was equipped with two four
stroke engines originally, but has since been converted to electric.
Flights this day revealed a tail-heavy condition, but it flew for about five
minutes and landed safely. It has since been re-balanced and flown
again. I was interested in the functional control of flaps and throttle.
This was achieved with a 2.4 Ghz RC system that was held against
Merle’s hip by his belt. His left hand was free to run the throttle stick
and also the rotary knob for flaps, while pitch control was maintained
with the right hand with the control handle. Pretty neat, but a lot of
concentration to pat your head with one hand and rub your stomach
with the other at the same time. It’s harder than you think!

The Calendar
June 8th Knight’s meeting at Fullerton Airport @ 7PM
** We have heard nothing else, seen nothing else, know nothing else**

Blast from the past

BITS AND PIECES
No bits No pieces

Secretary's Report
Secretary's Report
Meeting Minutes Regular Club Meeting May 11th, 2021
AFI Pilot Training Center Fullerton Airport
Meeting called to order at 7:03pm by President Clint Brooks
Officers present - President Clint Brooks and Secretary Mike Alurac
Attendance - 10 members attending while maintaining Covid safe protocols and
social distancing.
A quorum was met.
Pledge - No guests this evening.
Show & Tell
Mike Meadows – Hot Rod Mike shared with us his Buster now sporting a Candy
Red finish ready for clear coating. Powered by a Fox 35, 60 th Anniversary with a
polished Spinner. Other features are a polished suction tank, adjustable lead-outs
and an adjustable weight box.
Mike Alurac – Mike brought in the Crack-Stix asphalt repair material with plans to
give it a try soon.
John Wright – A $5 Super Tigre 19 engine from Covina Hobby he cleaned up and
put on a Sweet Pea V-Tail that was built by Dennis Moran.
Joe Brownlee – Joe brought with him this evening a Larry Renger swept wing
design from RSM he believes is a Sky Shark powered by an OS LA25. He replaced
the wood of the short kit with wood meeting his exacting requirements. Also a

K&B3.5cc 21 rotary drum with a new piston and liner with a carbon fiber rear
venturi with the transfer port matched to the crank port. Also features a wicked
spray bar design commonly used in the 70's to 80's era. This mill is targeted to be
inducted into the 150 mph club!
Treasure's Report – No report was given at tonight's meeting.
Old Business– Crack-Stik material purchased and reimbursements made to the
recent field repairs have been settled.
New Business – The Knights Joust is targeted for August 28-29 a full two weeks
after the highly popular Bladder Grabber in Seattle, WA. A great deal of active
traveling Knights traditionally attend for Half-A and Big Block Nelson 36 powered
combat for this highly popular event.
As report by Clint Brooks, the park recently held a meeting April 22 nd with leaders
of the San Gabriel Valley Radio Control Flyers, Southern California Speed Flyers
along with the Knights of the Round Circle. General field conditions and concerns
were discussed. Cracks in the asphalt were a topic discussed as a safety issue by
Knight's president Clint Brooks. He mentioned the potential of control lines
catching in the cracks potentially compromising safety.
Also discussed was the successful gopher abatement using Don Jensen's smoke
machine set-up burning castor oil, a natural gopher deterrent commonly used in
off the shelf gopher repellents. Also recognized was Don's lawn mowing and
maintenance efforts keeping the field in tip-top shape. The pilot circle pads are
still under review and consideration by the Army Corps. Additionally road paving
repair considerations are being looked at throughout the park. Future meetings
of this nature are proposed for the third Wednesday of each month.
Meeting adjourned by President Clint Brooks at 8:11pm.

