
 
 

 

September 2020 
 
 
 

 
LET’S BE CAREFUL OUT THERE 

 
 
 
THE TOY STORE IS OPEN: Just received the following email from Greg 
Pawloski: Mike - big favor - can you fwd this email to your big control 
line distribution list ! 
 
An old-time member is moving out of state and selling a lot of his 
planes.  Below is the email and then the pricing for it.  
Mike Malcolm is leaving the state end of month and dumping many 
things !  

DIRECT CONNECTION 
MONTHLY  

 



He was a former member, 100 yrs ago (really Greg?) and needs our 
help ! 
His contact phone # is in the emails below. 
Thx  
Greg 
 
Hi Greg, 
Here are the prices for the kits: 
1. Gieski Nobler $30 
2. Jr. Nobler $15 
3. Flite Streak $20 
4. Combat Flite Streak $20 
5. Pow Wow $25 
6. The Twin Terror $20 
7. Buster X 2 $20 each 
8. Sig Magum $50 (still sealed in the factory rap) 
9. Challenger $25 
10. Ares $25 
11. Tomahawk $25 
12. Super Chief $25 
13. Challenger (red Plane) $10 (40 motor) 
14. Twister (silver plane) $10 (35 motor) 
15. White plane $15 (35 motor) Bob Whitley’s plan 
 
I’m wanting to sell these kits. I was wondering if you or anyone in your 
club would be interested in them. 
Please email Mike Malcolm @ <tmmyno1954@gmail.com>  

or call him @760.801.7134. 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
The Calendar 
 
 
There will be a Knights meeting at Fullerton Airport 10-13-20 @ 7PM 
 
 
 
Oct 24-25 Virgil Wilbur Memorial Speed, Combat, and Racing, sanction # 

All speed events including electric, 301-310 & 334,335 + all NW & NASS 
Speed classes.  STILL NOT CLEAR IF THIS EVENT WILL HAPPEN 

 
 
Dec 5-6 TOYS FOR TOTS Speed, Combat and Racing, sanction # 

All speed events including electric, 301-310 & 334,335 + all NW & NASS 
Speed classes., Torquette Speed, Hollow Log Speed. STILL NOT CLEAR IF 
THIS EVENT WILL HAPPEN 

 
Editor's Notes:   Help us note events by telling me at the meetings or via 
email.  Thanks to Charles Johnson and Al Hieger for all the information 
they publish. 

Please note for the future: I recently discovered that the zip code for the KOTRC 
PO Box 6115 is now 92816.  The club website still lists the old zip code, but I'll 
contact our "webmaster" this weekend to correct that situation.   

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
NATS 2020 
Stunt Events 
 
They come outta the west, the Wright Brothers to camp out and fly the 
Nats. Well actually these Wrights are father(me) and son(John), but we 
each do have a brother. John has a travel trailer with a Ford F-150 to 
tow it and he wanted to take it on a long excursion.  He has friends who 
recently moved from Burbank to Madison Indiana. So on July 5th, we 
packed up, me with my Boxcar Chief/OS35S for Old Time Stunt and a 
modified Tempest in P-47 colors/ST60 for open stunt. We stayed most 
often at Loves travel stops overnight for free and did as much self 
isolating as possible. After 5 days we arrived in Madison, IN for a few 
days rest with John’s friends at their new house. Then on to Muncie to 
register, set up the trailer across the street from the flying field and in 
time for one practice flight the day before OTS.  The weather 
cooperated for OTS and i put in my two flights for a score of 270.5, 
good enough for a 4th place. Joe Gilbert bested the field with a 277, 
and Jim Lee and Dan Banjock tied for 2nd. That afternoon the held 
appearance judging out at the field and once again was in the back 
row. Later that evening I took a practice flight on my P-47, mainly to 
check the run time so I wouldn’t under or over run. The next day open 
(28 entries) and advanced stunt (about 18 entries) began qualifying, 
two flights each day and the best one counts. But by now except for a 
few early morning flights the wind had come up. I bailed out of my 
second flight because of wind. Many passed on their second flight. The 
following day the weather worsened. I struggled thru my first flight, 
never breaking 500.  By the time my second flight came up, rain had 
been added to the misery of the wind.  I would have passed but a 
college fraternity brother had come over from Ohio to watch me, so I 

had to put on a show for him. I could hardly see but managed a pattern 
without mishap.  Needless to say I didn’t make the “cut” for the top 20. 
So I spent the rest of the Nats as a spectator. The top 20 were thinned 
out to the top 5 and the next day Orestes Hernandez was  a point ahead 
of Paul Walker, followed by  Derek Barry, Todd Lee and Ken Stevens.  
Joe Gilbert had a fuel line break on Top 20 day and didn’t make the top 
5.  
With the Nats over John and I stayed on the field for anther two days 
while I rested and he worked on his trailer. Then we went back down to 
Madison for a day and headed west thru the Ozarks for some camping.  



My favorite spot was the USACE campground in Van Buren, MO called 
Big Spring on the Current River.  The spring is so big it makes its own 
river flowing into the Current River.  The spring flows 268 million 
gallons per day shooting up right out of the ground.  We also went down 
near Branson but much of that area was closed up due to Covid 19. 
Besides our overnights at Loves, we took in a Red Rock Park near 
Gallop NM and Petrified Forest National Park in AZ.  We arrived home 
safely about August 9 and Kathy and Tom welcomed us with some 
home cookin’, a welcome relief from all that chain food on the road.  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
CL Sunt national champions are (L-R) Steven Daly (Senior) Orestes Hernandez 
(Open/Walker Cup) and Gabriel Alimov (Junior)  
 



 
The Open top five competitors were (L-R) Paul Walker (2nd Place) Derek Berry (3rd 
Place) Orestes Hernandez (1st Place) Kenny Stevens (5th Place) and Todd Lee (4th 
Place)  
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 



WN Combat Flying Session Report by Emil Opffer 
 
SATURDAY WHITTIER COMBAT REPORT;  Emil here reporting from my 
plush desk in the west side. As per usual my late arrival at Whittier 
10:30 I saw a full house at the combat circle at gopher gulch including 
Chris Collins, Don Repp, Don Jensen, Chuck and Muffy Rudner, Bill 
Maywald (F2D National champ),  Greg Carter, Mike Alurac and Russ 
Wilcox. Russ and Doc Rudner put up two clean practice matches with 
some good-looking passes and a couple of cuts. Don Jenison tested a 
couple 1/2 As and then moved on to speed limit planes for the 
upcoming Vegas meet: October17 and 18th. Bill was running in a super 
Fora long sleeve which was showing some of it super power.💪(can I 
say frikken fast? ) editor. 
Greg Carter worked on an f2d on (.15 powered plane on 60 ft. lines 
.018) for a speed limit combat setup and after much fiddling was still 
speeding, He has added 3 head gaskets and tried 3 different props. The 
setup is to add a heavy prop nut,  2 nickels for tip weight and lower the 
compression and run 5 % nitro 20 percent oil and still too fast without 
the streamer. The problem is with a 2" inch wide streamer the plane will 
lose as much as 10 mph, Choked out big blocks( .35s ) have larger fans 
on them and don't lose as much speed, the f2d planes turn great and 
can easily be placed where you want them but with less line tension 
and the chance of speeding if you lose your streamer. I will be running 
a large plane with an O S 25 ball bearing running either a 9/4 or an 8/5 
8/6 depending on the weather. (  For you technical people density 
altitude ) I have an older f2d motor that is on the money on speed so I 
can pull it out against someone who is also running an f2d setup. In 
windy weather as Las Vegas will most likely be give me some line 
tension, the larger engine and plane. I tested four flavors of Ukrainian 
propellers on my new standard Fora engine and found the 160 mm X 
90mm VN prop superior in corner acceleration and flat out speed, my 

new favorite. Also tested was a slightly cut down NN 160 x100 cut to 
159 a ZM 160x 86 and a TS159x88 The TS is a great streamer towing 
prop and usually my go to competition prop as the engine unloads and 
stays on the pipe. getting to technical here got to go. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
From Joel Chesler: work at WN may still affect our flying areas: 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
September 2020 KOTRC Club Meeting Minutes 
Submitted by Clint Brooks;  2020 club secretary 
9/8 Meeting called to order by President Mike Alurac at 7:05 PM 
8 members were present that included 3 club officers.  (Alurac, Wright 

and Brooks) 
Two new members were part of the eight who attended.  This is a father 
and son team from Signal Hill who have been flying at WN and 
befriended by John Wright who brought them in as new club members. 
Please welcome Franco and Fernando Garetto.  Fernando is dad, and 
had control line flying experience during his youth in Argentina.  Franco 
is involved with a STEM program in school, and is branching out from 
drone related activity with the STEM group and exploring control line 
flying.  Currently they are flying 1/2A models, and had a small electric 
C/L model with them the prior weekend.  John Wright and Joel Chesler 
have been working with them at the field to improve their success with 
the 1/2A engines and getting some longer flights.  They are both 
enthusiastic and seemed happy to be part of the Knights Club.  Let’s 
show them everything we know and make hard core aeromodellers out 
of them. 
Show and Tell 

• John Wright presented an aged Jr. Flite Streak that had been flight 

tested with a worn-out Fox .19.  The plan is to give the model to 

Franco to allow some more ambitious flying capability over the 

1/2A models, but during testing the engine was so weak it would 

not haul the model aloft for a hand launch.  John had replaced the 

tired Fox with something else that may have some more life in it 

than the previous powerplant, and was also going to install a 



landing gear to get away from hand launching for now.  John also 

reviewed his 2020 NATS trip with the group to finish his show and 

tell. 

• Mike Meadows brought two models; a 38 Special he has built and 

is in paint stage, and also a Goldberg Shoestring Stunt started by 

Larry Renger from an RSM kit that Mike bought and is finishing to 

compliment his Goldberg Cosmic Wind.  Mike has modified the tail 

moment to be about an inch longer, and also moved the engine a 

bit further forward to give more room for a fuel tank.  The model is 

framed at this point, and he had sheeted the wing center after 

updating the bellcrank installation.  Plans are to use the full size 

Shoestring racer colors which will make all of us happy as it’s a 

beautiful airplane color scheme. The 38 Special is a biplane 

stunter with flaps on both the upper and lower wings.  Overall 

color is gray, and Mike had added some black trim on the wing 

leading edges and center sections which nicely compliment the 

gray.  He also dressed up the front end with some simulated 

exhaust ports that are flow through to the engine mount cavity for 

some additional scavenging of air flow to cool the engine.  The 

model looks sweet and should be quite a performer on the ST .40 

he is planning to run in it. 

Old Business 

• The Toys for Tots contest was reviewed and may be a no-go as a 

formal contest under the covid restrictions still affecting 

gatherings in the park.  One suggestion was to conduct the event 

as a non-sanctioned fun fly to allow people to come and fly as they 

normally do on the weekend, and just keeping in mind the tradition 

surrounding this annual event for donations, etc.  More planning 

on this in the coming weeks with some sort of announcement in 

October likely. 

• (from Jan meeting) A club process issue was brought up by Paul 

Wescott concerning the need for conducting a clinic for stunt 

judges.  There was a discussion about doing it, but no commitment 

or plan to establish one up was arrived at.  This is probably 

something that should be considered under new business in 2020 

to help grow the club technical strength. The club needs a focal 

point to establish this function.  No discussion of this for follow-up 



was made during the February meeting. This was reviewed in the 

March meeting, and Larry Renger brought up the fact he has a set 

of the Keith Trostle stunt pattern training videos but no way to 

share them.  Joe Brownlee offered to look into making a digital 

transfer with the idea of creating DVD’s or other media to share 

with club members.  It was felt that studying these and getting 

involved with the judging process would be enough to get 

interested flyers up to speed on being capable stunt judges.  This 

issue is resolved aside from the follow-up actions discussed 

above.  Now we need on the field motivations and mentoring to 

break the ice for new judge trainees.  UPDATE from the September 

meeting: I asked Larry about the open action to provide the video 

tape versions for transferring to digital format.  As Joe Brownlee 

was not present to discuss this with us, I offered to take the tapes 

for now and try to get them converted or work with Joe for the 

follow-through, as Larry stated he had located the videos. 

Treasurer Report 
Mike Alurac gave an overview of the club financials for the month, as 
the treasurer was not present at the meeting.  The club is still very 
green as there have been no new expenses due to the covid impacts 
and money paid to the park to reserve the field for 2020 contests has 
been refunded. 
New Business 

• A discussion of the paved control line area at WN was initiated 

after the damage to Joel Chesler’s model was discussed, caused 

by a main wheel getting snagged in a pavement crack and 

breaking the landing gear strut from the wing, essentially 

destroying the model.  The cracking is inevitable and re-surfacing 

is likely going to be required in a year or two, depending on 

degradation caused by heating and weeds.  It was decided that 

weed killer should be deployed after the current storm systems 

have passed in an attempt to keep the weeds from getting too big 

and causing further damage to existing cracks, and prep for the 

Palmer contest.  Clint Brooks offered to spray on one of the Friday 

morning meets, and the club would reimburse the cost of the 

materials used.  UPDATE from the September meeting; the need to 

perform field maintenance was again discussed and a club work 

party is planned for a date TBD in November, prior to the T for T 



event.  Weed spraying will commence immediately now that the 

park has been reopened for several months.  Several informal 

efforts at weed removal after the park re-opened have kept the 

area fairly nice for the past few months, but some new heads of 

lettuce are starting to sprout up on the south circle. 

• The end of year holiday dinner was discussed, with the sobering 

realization there is not much to choose from as far as restaurants 

that can accommodate inside seating with a group as large as the 

club would present.  Given that fact, the group focused on 

acceptable places to go that offer some parking lot tailgate/lawn 

chair type of gathering to retire to with food ordered.  One of the 

ideas was Portillo’s in Buena Park near Knotts, which has the large 

parking lot of the Knotts shopping mall that could be utilized for 

the gathering and setup.  Other ideas are welcome and thoughts 

should be submitted to Mike Alurac for discussion at the October 

club meeting. 

• No other new business was discussed 

Formal discussions ended and the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 by 
President Alurac. 

 

 

 

 
 



2020 Whittier Narrows Speed, Combat, & Racing Contest Calendar 
1511 Loma Av, Whittier Narrows Park, S. El Monte, Ca, 91733 
Speed Circle Coordinates are DEC:+34.042737, RA:-118.070392 
 
Oct 24-25 Virgil Wilbur Memorial Speed, Combat, and Racing, sanction # 

All speed events including electric, 301-310 & 334,335 + all NW & NASS 
Speed classes. 
Top 20 score MACA Combat: Saturday 80 mph combat, double elimination 
and HP 1/2a 42 foot lines, single elimination. Sunday F2D fast combat, 
double elimination, and f2d for cuts, single elimination.  
Racing Sunday only:  mouse 1, SCAR Goodyear, NCLRA Clown, Super Slow 
Rat/Fox Race and Quickie Rat 
CD & Speed ED: Howard Doering  h.714-638-4937  c.714-394-5304 
Racing ED: 
Combat ED: Don Jensen flyjensen56@verizon.net  Cell 909-576-3430 

 
Dec 5-6 TOYS FOR TOTS Speed, Combat and Racing, sanction # 

All speed events including electric, 301-310 & 334,335 + all NW & NASS 
Speed classes., Torquette Speed, Hollow Log Speed. 
Top 20 score MACA Combat: Saturday 80 mph combat, double elimination 
and HP 1/2a 42 foot lines, single elimination. Sunday F2D fast combat, 
double elimination, and f2d for cuts, single elimination. 
Racing Sunday only:  mouse 1, SCAR Goodyear, NCLRA Clown, Super Slow 
Rat/Fox Race and Quickie Rat, Musciano Log Racing 
Entry fee: 1 new unwrapped toy, approx value $10-$20. 
CD & Speed ED: Howard Doering  h.714-638-4937  c.714-394-5304 
Racing ED:  
Combat ED: Don Jensen flyjensen56@verizon.net  Cell 909-576-3430 

 
NOTES: 

1. Contact CD or ED to confirm contest dates before traveling long distances. 
2. All speed events included for AMA, NASS, and Northwest rules. 
3. All Racing events Sunday only, 313, Quicky rat, NCLRA, super slow rat, 

NCLRA clown 
4. Same Racing events each contest 
5. Clown will be flown on 60’ lines per NCLRA NATS rules  
6. Other Racing events may be flown if two entrants show up ready to race 
7. All combat is top 20 MACA score eligible. Sat: 80 mph dbl elim & HP 1/2a 42 

foot, sngl elim. Sunday F2D fast double elim & f2d cuts, single elim. 
 

 
 

 



 


